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1 Section 1. Section 2.27, Code 2009, is amended to read as
2 follows:
3 2.27 CANVASS OF VOTES FOR GOVERNOR.
4 The general assembly shall meet in_joint session on the
5 same day the assembly first convenes in January of 1979 and
6 every four years thereafter as soon as both houses have been
7 organized, and canvass the votes cast for governor and
8 lieutenant governor and determine the election. When the
9 canvass is completed, the oath of office shall be administered
1 10 to the persons er—perserr so declared elected. _Upon being
1 11 inaugurated the governor shall deliver to the joint assembly
1 12 any message the governor may deem expedient.
1 13 Sec. 2. Section 8A.412, subsection 11, Code 2009, is
1 14 amended to read as follows:
1 15 11. Professional employees under the supervision of the
1 16 attorney general, the state public defender, the secretary of
1 17 state, the auditor of state, the treasurer of state, and the
1 18 public employment relations board. However, employees of the
1 19 consumer advocate division of the department of justice, other
1 20 than the consumer advocate, are subject to the merit system.
121 Sec. 3. Section 39A.2, subsection 1, paragraph f, Code
1 22 2009, is amended to read as follows:
123 f. VOTING EQUIPMENT TAMPERING. [Intentionally alters or
1 24 damages any_computer software or any_physical part of a voting
1 25 maehtne equipment, automatic tabulating equipment, or any
1 26 other part of a voting system.
1 27 Sec. 4. Section 43.4, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 2009,
1 28 is amended to read as follows:
1 29 Within fourteen days after the date of the caucus the
1 30 county central committee shall certify to the county
1 31 commissioner the names of those elected as party committee
1 32 members and delegates to the county convention. The

1 33 commissioner shall retain precinct caucus records for
1 34 twenty=two months. In addition, within fourteen days after
1 35 the date of the precinct caucus, the chairperson of the count
2 1 central committee shall deliver to the county commissioner ali

2 2 completed voter registration forms received at the caucus.
Sec. 5. Section 43.5, Code 2009, is amended to read as

3
4 follows:

5 43.5 APPLICABLE STATUTES.

9 The provisions of chapters 39, 39A, 47, 48A, 49, 50, 51,
8

9
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52, 53, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, 68A, and 722 shall apply, so far
as apglgcable, to all primary elections, except as hereinafter
rovided.
10 P Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 43.31 FORM OF OFFICIAL BALLOT ==
11 IMPLEMENTATION BY RULE.
12 The state commissioner shall adopt rules in accordance with
13 chapter 17A to implement sections 43.27 through 43.30, section
14 43.36, sections 49.30 through 49.41, section 49.57, and any
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15 other provision of the law prescribing the form of the
16 official ballot.
17 Sec. 7. Section 43.45, subsection 3, Code 2009, is amended
18 by striking the subsection.
19 Sec. 8. Section 43.77, subsection 4, Code 2009, is amended
20 to read as follows:
21 4. A vacancy has occurred in_the office of senator in the
22 Congress of the United States, Heutenant—governor; secretary
23 of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, secretary of
24 agriculture, or attorney general, under the circumstances
25 described in section 69.13, less than eighty=nine days before
26 the primary election and not less than eighty=nine days before
27 the general election.
28 Sec. 9. Section 44.5, Code 2009, is amended to read as
29 follows:
30 44.5 NOTICE OF OBJECTIONS.
31 When objections are filed notice shall Fferthwith
32 immediately be given to the affected candidate affected

. The notice shall be addressed to the candidate®s
2 34 place of residence as given in the certificate of nomination,
2 35 stating that objections have been made to said the
3 1 certificates ing. _The notice shall include the time

3 2 and place sueh of the hearin? at which the objections will be
3 3 considered. The hearing shall be held not later than one week
3 4 after the objection is filed.
5 Sec. 10. Section 45.1, subsections 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, Code
6 2009, are amended to read as follows:
7 2. Nominations for candidates for a representative in the
8 United States house of representatives may be made b
9 nomination petitions signed by not less than the number of
10 eligible electors equal to the number of signatures required
11 in subsection 1 divided by the number of congressional
12 districts. Signers of the petition shall be eligible electors
13 who are residents of the congressional district.
14 3. Nominations for candidates for the state senate may be
15 made by nomination petitions signed by not less than one
16 hundred eligible electors who are residents of the senate
17 district.
18 4. Nominations for candidates for the state house of
19 representatives may be made by nomination petitions signed by
20 not less than fifty eligible electors who are residents of the
21 representative district.
22 5. Nominations for candidates for offices filled by the
23 voters of a whole county may be made by nomination petitions
24 signed by eligible electors who are residents of the county
25 equal iIn number to at least one percent of the number of
26 registered voters in the county on July 1 in the year
27 Breceding the year in which the office will _appear on the
allot, or by at least two hundred fTifty eligible electors who
29 are residents of the county, whichever is less.
30 6. Nominations for candidates for the office of county
31 supervisor elected by the voters of a supervisor district may
32 be made by nomination ﬁetitions signed by eligible electors
who are residents of the supervisor district equal in number
34 to at least one percent of the number of registered voters in
35 the supervisor district on July 1 in the year preceding the
ear in which the office will appear on the ballot, or by at
east one hundred fifty eligible electors who are residents of
the supervisor district, whichever is less.

Sec. 11. Section 46.22, Code 2009, is amended to read as
follows:

46.22 VOTING.

Voting at judicial elections shall be by separate paper
ballots or optical scan ballots;—er—by—veting—machine In the
space provided for public measures. |If separate paper ballots
are used, the election judges shall offer a ballot to each
voter. |If optical scan ballots are used, either a separate
ballot or a distinct heading may be used to distinguish the
13 judicial ballot. Separate ballot boxes for the general
14 election ballots and the judicial election ballots are not
15 required. The general election ballot and the judicial
16 election ballot may be voted in the same voting booth.

17 Sec. 12. Section 47.3, Code 2009, is amended to read as

18 follows:

19 47.3 ELECTION EXPENSES.

20 1. The costs of conducting a special election called by

21 the governor, general election, and the primary election held
22 prior to the general election shall be paid by the county.

23 2. The cost of conducting other elections shall be paid by
24 the political subdivision for which the election is held. The
25 costs shall include, but not be limited to, the printing of
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26 the ballots and the election register, publication of notices,
27 printing of declaration of eligibility affidavits,
28 compensation for precinct election boards, canvass materials,
29 and the preparation and installation of voting i
30 eguiﬁment. The county commissioner of elections shall certify
31 to the county board of supervisors a statement of cost for an
32 election. The cost shall be assessed by the county board of
33 supervisors a%ainst the political subdivision for which the
34 election was held.
35 3. a. Costs of registration and administrative and
% clerical costs shall not be charged as a part of the election
costs.
3 b. I1f—vetingmachines—are automatic tabulating equipment
4 is used in any election, the county commissioner of elections
5 shall not charge any political subdivision of the state a
6 rental fee for the use of any voeting—machines automatic
7 tabulating equipment.
8 4. The cost of maintenance of voter registration records
9 and of preparation of election registers and any other voter
10 registration lists required by the commissioner in the
11 discharge of the duties of that office shall be paid by the
12 county. Administrative and clerical costs, incurred by the
13 registrar in discharging the duties of that office shall be
14 paird by the state.
15 Sec. 13. Section 47.6, subsection 3, paragraph a, Code
16 2009, is amended to read as fTollows:
17 a. A _city council er—a, county board of supervisors,
5 18 school district board of directors, or merged area board of
19 directors that has authorized a public measure to be submitted
20 to the voters at a special election held pursuant to section
21 39.2, subsection 4, shall file the full text of the public
22 measure with the commissioner no later than 5:00 p.m. on the
23 forty=sixth day before the election.
24 Sec. 14. Section 48A.2, subsection 5, Code 2009, is
25 amended to read as follows:
26 5. "Voter registration form™ means an application to
27 register to vote which must be completed by or on behalf of

28 any person registering to vote. The voter registration form
5 29 may also be used to make changes to an existing voter

5 30 reqgistration record.
5 31 Sec. 15. Section 48A.8, subsection 1, Code 2009, is
5 32 amended to read as follows:
5 33 1. An eligible elector may register—to—vete—by<completing
—534—a—matt request that a voter registration form be mailed to th
5 35 elector. The completed form may be mailed or delivered by the
1 registrant or the registrant®s designee to the commissioner in
2 the county where the person resides. A separate voter
3 registration form shall be signed by each individual
4 registrant.
5 Sec. 16. Section 48A_25A, subsection 1, Code 2009, is
6 amended to read as follows:
7 1. a. Upon receipt of an application for voter
8 registration by—mail, the i
9 commissioner of reqgistration shall compare the lowa driver-"s
6 10 license number, the lowa nonoperator®s identification card
6 11 number, or the last four numerals of the social securit
6 12 number provided by the registrant with the records of the
6 13 state department of transportation. To be verified, the voter
6 14 registration record shall contain the same name, date of
6 15 birth, and lowa driver®s license number or lowa nonoperator®s
6 16 identification card number or whole or partial social security
6 17 number as the records of the state department of
6 18 transportation. If the information cannot be verified, the
6 19 application shall be rejeeted recorded and i
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i the status
6 21 of the voter®s record shall be designated as pending status.
6 22 The commissioner of reqgistration shall notify the applicant
6 23 that the applicant is required to present identification
6 24 described in section 48A.8. subsection 2. before voting for

6 25 the first time in the county. If the information can be
6 26 verified, a record shall be made of the verification and the

6 27 status of the voter®s record

6 28 sﬁall be designated as active status.
6 29 b. This subsection shall not apply to applications

6 30 received from registrants pursuant to section 48A.7A.
6 31 Sec. 17. Section 48A.26, subsections 1 and 3, Code 2009,

6 32 are amended to read as follows:

1. a. +thirr Except as otherwise provided in paragraph
6 34 "b", within seven working days of receipt of a voter

6 35 registration form or change of information in a voter

7 1 registration record the commissioner shall send an




acknowledgment to the registrant at the mailing address shown
on the registration form. The acknowledgment shall be sent by
nonforwardable mail.

For a voter reqgistration form or change of information
in a voter registration record submitted at a precinct caucus,
the commissioner shall send an acknowledgment within

forty=Ffive days of receipt of the form or change of
information.

3. If the registration form is missing required
11 information pursuant to section 48A.11, subsection 8, the
12 acknowledgment shall advise the applicant what additional
13 information is required. The commissioner shall enclose a new
14 registration by—mait form for the applicant to use. |If the
15 registration form has no address, the commissioner shall make
16 a reasonable effort to determine where the acknowledgment
17 should be sent. i i i i i
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—7—18—during—the—twelve—days—before—the—close—oFregistration—Ffor—an
—F+19—~election;,—the—ecommisstoner—shalH—provide—the Fregistrant—with

i ton— I1f the incomplete registration form is received
7 22 during the period in which registration is closed pursuant to
7 23 section 48A.9 but by 5:00 p.m. on the Saturday before the
7 24 election for general and primary elections or by 5:00 p.m. on

7 25 the Friday before the election for all other elections, the
7 26 commissioner shall send a notice advising the applicant of

7 27 election day and in=person absentee registration procedures
28 under section 48A.7A.
29 Sec. 18. Section 48A.27, subsection 4, paragraphs b and c,
30 Code 2009, are amended to read as follows:
31 b. If the information provided by the vendor indicates
32 that a registered voter has moved to another address within
33 the county, the commissioner shall change the registration
34 records to show the new residence address, and shall also mail
35 a notice of that action to both the Fermer—and new
1 address. The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, and
2 shall include a postage prepaid preaddressed return form by
3 which the registered voter may verify or correct the address
4 information.
g c. |If the information provided by the vendor indicates
7
8
9

that a registered voter has moved to an address outside the
county, the commissioner shall make the registration record
inactive, and shall mail a notice to the registered voter at
beth the Ffermer—and new addresses address.

10 (1) The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, and

11 shall include a postage paid preaddressed return card on which
12 tgg registered voter may state the registered voter"s current
address.

14 (2) The notice shall contain a statement in substantially
15 the following form:

16 "Information received from the United States postal service
17 indicates that you are no longer a resident of, and therefore
18 not eligible to vote in (name of county) County, lowa. If

19 this information is not correct, and you still live in (name
20 of county) County, please complete and mail the attached

21 postage paid card at least ten days before the primary or

22 general election and at least eleven diys before any other

23 election at which you wish to vote. |If the information is

24 correct and you have moved, please contact a local official in
25 your new area for assistance in registering there. |If you do
26 not mail in_ the card, you may be required to show

27 identification before being allowed to vote in (name of

28 county) County. If you do not return the card, and you do not
29 vote i1n an election In (name of county) County, lowa, on or
30 before (date of second general election following the date of
31 the notice) your name will be removed from the list of voters
32 in_that county-= i i tees—HE—+
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. I?ec. 19. Section 48A.31, Code 2009, is amended to read as
ollows:

48A_.31 DECEASED PERSONS RECORD.

The state registrar of vital statistics shall transmit or
cause to be transmitted to the state registrar of voters, once
each calendar quarter, a certified list of all persons
seventeen and one=half years of age and older in the state
whose deaths have been reported to the bureau of vital records
of the lowa department of public health since the previous
list of decedents was certified to the state registrar of
voters. The list shall be submitted according to the
specifications of the state registrar of voterss
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eHation— The commissioner shall immediately cancel the
23 reqistration of any person named on the list of decedents.

24 Sec. 20. Section 48A.37, subsection 2, Code 2009, is

25 amended to read as follows:

26 2. Electronic records shall include a status code

27 designating whether the records are active, inactive,

28 incomplete, pending, or canceled. Inactive records are

29 records of registered voters to whom notices have been sent

30 pursuant to section 48A.28, subsection 3, and who have not

31 returned the card or otherwise responded to the notice, and

32 those records have been designated inactive pursuant to

33 section 48A.29. Inactive records are also records of

34 registered voters to whom notices have been sent pursuant to

35 section 48A.26A and who have not responded to the notice.

10 1 Incomplete records are records missing required information

10 2 pursuant to section 48A.11. subsection 8. Pending records are
10 3 records of applicants whose applications have not been

10 4 verified ﬁursuant to section 48A.25A. Canceled records are
10 5 records that have been canceled pursuant to section 48A.30.
10 6 All other records are active records. An inactive record
10 7 shall be made active when the registered voter requests an
10 8 absentee ballot, votes at an election, registers again, or
10 9 reports a change of name, address, telephone number, or

10 10 political ??rty or organization affiliation. An incomplete

10 11 record sha be made active when a completed application is
10 12 received from the applicant and verified pursuant to section
10 13 48A_25A. A pending record shall be made active upon

10 14 verification or upon the voter providing identification

10 15 pursuant to section 48A.8. i i
10 16 Sec. 21. Section 48A.38, Code 2009, is amended by adding

10 17 the following new subsection:

10 18 NEW SUBSECTION. 1A. The registrar shall update

10 19 information on participation in an election no later than

10 20 sixty days after each election.

10 21 Sec. 22. Section 49.19, Code 2009, is amended to read as

10 22 follows:

10 23 49.19 UNPAID OFFICIALS, PAPER BALLOTS OPTIONAL FOR CERTAIN

10 24 CITY ELECTIONS.

10 25 The commissioner mag appoint unpaid election precinct

10 26 officials to election boards, as provided by sections 49.15,

10 27 49.16, and 49.20, or elect not to use veotingmachines

10 28 automatic tabulating equipment even though £hey—are it is

10 29 available, as permitteg by section 49.26, or both, for any

10 30 election held for a city, even if the city has a population of

10 31 more than three thousand five hundred, if there is no contest

10 32 for any office on the ballot and no public question is being

10 33 submitted to the voters at that election.

10 34 Sec. 23. Section 49.25, subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code

10 35 2009, are amended to read as follows:

11 1 1. Jdn—any—countyorportionofacounty For—which—veting
—11—2-machines—have—been—acauired—under—seection—52-2—the The

11 3 commissioner shall determine pursuant to section 49.26,

11 4 subsection 2, in advance of eaeh an election

O WY
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3 > whether
11 7 weting ballots voted in that election shall be counted by
11 8 maehi#ne automatic tabulating equipment or by

11 9 precinct election officials. )
If automatic

Hots—are—rot—tused
11 11 tabulating equipment will be used, the commissioner shall_
11 12 furnish voting equipment for use by voters with disabilities.

11 13 2. The commissioner shall furnish_ to each precinct, in

11 14 advance of each election,
—115—requirements—of chapter 526 voting booths;—as—the——case—may
—+1—-316—be; in the followin? number :
11 17 a. At each regularly scheduled election, at least one for
11 18 every three hundred fifty voters who voted in the last
11 19 preceding similar election held in the precinct.
11 20 b. At any special election at which the ballot contains
11 21 only a single public measure or only candidates for a_single
11 22 office or position, the number determined by the commissioner.
11 23 3. The commissioner shall furnish to each precinct where




By —v ' the necessary baIIot boxes suutably
11 26 eqU|pped Wlth seals or locks and keys, and voting booths. The
11 27 voting booths shall

11 29 provide for voting in secrecy. At least one voting booth in
11 30 each precinct shall be accessible to persons with
11 31 dlsabllltles-

g - Ballot boxes shall be Iocked or sealed before
11 34 the polls open and shall remain locked or sealed until the
11 35 polls are closed, except as provided iIn_section 51.7 or to
12 1 provide necessary service to a malfunctioning pertable—vete
automatic tabulating equipment. If a ballot
12 3 box 1is opened prior to the closing of the ﬁolls, two precinct
12 4 election officials not of the same party shall be present and
12 5 observe the ballot box being opened.
12 6 Sec. 24. Section 49.26, Code 2009, is amended to read as
12 7 follows:
12 8 49.26 COMMISSIONER TO DECIDE METHOD OF VOTING == COUNTING
12 9 OF BALLOTS.
12 10 1. In all elections regulated by this chapter, the votin
12 11 shall be by paper ballots printed and distributed as provide
12 12 by law, or bg voting maechines systems meeting the requirements
12 13 of chapter 5
12 14 2. a. When—vetingachines—are—avattable—For—an—etection
—A215precinct;—the The commissioner shall determine in advance of
12 16 each election conducted for a city of three thousand five
12 17 hundred or less population_or for any school district #a—which
i whether the ballots will be counted
12 20 by automatic tabulating equipment or by the precinct election
12 21 officials. +F In making such a determination, the
12 22 commissioner eonrcludes;—on—the—basts—oF shall consider voter
12 23 turnout for recent similar elections and factors considered
12 24 likely to affect voter turnout for the forthcoming elections.
12 25 b. If the commissioner concludes that voting will probably
12 26 be so light as to make counting
12 27 of ballots by the precinct elections officials less expensive
12 28 than preparation and use of automatic
12 29 tabulating equipment, paper ballots shall be used. The
12 30 commissioner may use ballots and instructions similar to those
12 31 used when the ballots are counted by automatic tabulating
1% g% equipment.
1 I——~counties—in—which—automatic—tabulating—equiprentis

13 5 Sec. 25. Section 49.28, subsection 3, Code 2009, is

13 6 amended by striking the subsection.

13 7 Sec. 26. Section 49.43, Code 2009, is amended to read as
13 8 follows:

13 9 49.43 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT OR OTHER PUBLIC MEASURE.
13 10 1. If possible, all public measures and constitutional

13 11 amendments to be voted upon bY an elector shall be included on
13 12 a single ballot which shall also include all offices to be

13 13 voted upon. However, if it is necessary, a separate ballot

13 14 may be used as prOV|ded in section 49.30, subsection 1.

13 20 2. Constitutional amendments and other public measures may

13 21 be summarized by the commissioner as provided In sections

13 22 49.44 and 52.25.

13 23 Sec. 27. Section 49.44, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 2009,

13 24 is amended by striking the paragraph.

13 25 Sec. 28. Section 49.48, Code 2009, is amended to read as

13 26 follows:

13 27 49.48 NOTICE FOR JUDICIAL OFFICERS AND CONSTITUTIONAL

13 28 AMENDMENTS.

13 29 The state commissioner of elections shall prescribe a

13 30 notice to inform voters of the location on the ballot of the

13 31 form for retaining or removing judicial officers and for

13 32 ratifying or defeating proposed constitutional amendments.

13 33 The notice shall bg ??nsplcuously attached to the veting
—A334machine—or—to—the ballot



13 35 Sec. 29. Section 49.53, subsection 1, Code 2009, is

14 1 amended to read as follows:

14 2 1. The commissioner shall not less than four nor more than
14 3 twenty days before the day of each election, except those for
14 4 which different publication requirements are prescribed by

14 5 law, publish notice of the election. The notice shall contain
14 6 a facsimile of the portion of the ballot containing the first
14 7 rotation as prescribed by section 49.31, subsection 2, and

14 8 shall show the names of all candidates or nominees and the

office each seeks, and all public questions, to be voted upon

14 10 at the election. The sample ballot published as a part of the
14 11 notice may at the discretion of the commissioner be reduced in
14 12 size relative to the actual ballot but such reduction shall

14 13 not cause upper case letters appearing in candidates®™ names or
14 14 in summaries of public measures on the published sample ballot
14 15 to be less than #t i

—&4—&6—46tter—aﬁ?eaF+Hg—eﬁ—the—aetua+—bal+et nine point type. The
14 17 notice shall also state the date of the election, the hours

14 18 the ﬁolls will be open, the location of each polling place at

14 19 which voting is to_occur in the election, the—+eeatjeﬁ—ef—€?e
= > an

14 21 the names of the precincts voting at each polling place, but

14 22 the statement need not set forth any fact which iIs apparent

14 23 from the portion of the ballot appearing as a part of the same

14 24 notice. The notice shall include the full text of all public

14 25 measures to be voted upon at the election.

14 26 Sec. 30. Section 49.56, Code 2009, is amended to read as

14 27 follows:

14 28 49.56 MAXIMUM COST OF PRINTING.

14 29 The cost of printing the official election ballots and

14 30 printed supplies fer—voting—machines shall not exceed the

14 31 usual and customary rates that the printer charges its regular

14 32 customers.

14 33 Sec. 31. Section 49.57, subsections 5 and 6, Code 2009,

14 34 are amended to read as follows:

14 35 5. On ballots that will be counted by eleetrente automatic
15 1 tabulating equipment, ballots shall include a voting target

15 2 next to the name of each candidate. The position, shape, and

15 3 size of the targets shall be appropriate for the equipment to

15 4 be used in counting the votes. Where_paper ballots are used,

15 5 a square may be printed at the beginning of each line in which
15 6 the name of a candidate is printed, except as otherwise

15 7 provided.

15 8 6. A portion of the ballots;—which—ean—be—shewn—to—the

—15—16—the—veter; shall include the words "Official ballot”,
15 11 unique identification number or name assigned by the
15 12 commissioner to the ballot style, the date of the election,

15 13 and a facsimile of the signature of the commissioner who has

15 14 caused the ballot to be printed pursuant to section 49_51.

15 15 Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 49.57A FORM OF OFFICIAL BALLOT ==

15 16 IMPLEMENTATION BY RULE.

15 17 The state commissioner shall adopt rules in accordance with

15 18 chapter 17A to imﬁlement sections 49.30 through 49.41, section

15 19 49.57, and any other provision of the law prescribing the form

15 20 of the official ballot.

15 21 Sec. 33. Section 49.84, Code 2009, is amended to read as

15 22 follows:

15 23 49.84 MARKING AND RETURN OF BALLOT.

15 24 1. a. After receiving the ballot, the voter shall

15 25 immediately go alene to ene—oFf the pext available voting

15 26 beoths booth, and without delay mark the ballot. All voters
shall vote in booths. pect i a ed—to

the

N

—15 29 perticn—ofthe ballot-
15 30 b. Before leaving the voting booth, the voter shal—Ffold
may enclose #t the ballot in a secrecy folder to
15 32 conceal the marks on the ballot. i

16 1 c. If the precinct has apertable—vote—talHyring—system

—16—2—whiech automatic tabulating equipment that will not permit more
16 3 than one ballot to be inserted at a time, the voter may insert
16 4 the ballot into the tabulating device; otherwise, the election
16 5 official shall place the ballot in the ballot box. An

16 6 identifying mark or symbol shall not be endorsed on the
16 7 voter"s oailot-

16 8 2. This section does not prohibit a voter from taking
16 9 minor children into the voting booth with the voter.
16 10 Sec. 34. Section 49.90, Code 2009, is amended to read as



follows:

49.90 ASSISTING VOTER.

Any voter who may declare upon oath that the voter is
blind, cannot read the English language, or is, by reason of
any physical disability other than intoxication, unable to
cast a vote without assistance, shall, upon request, be
assisted by the two officers as provided in section 49.89, or
alternatively by any other person the voter may select in
casting the vote. The officers, or the person selected by the
voter, shall cast the vote of the voter requiring assistance,
and shall thereafter give no information regarding the vote
cast. IT any elector because of a disability cannot enter the
building where the polling place for the elector®s precinct of
residence is located, the two officers shall take a paper
ballot to the vehicle occupied by the elector with a
diﬁ@bility and allow the elector to cast the ballot in the
vehicle.

N Ballots cast by
voters with disabilities shall be deposited in the regular
ballot box, or inserted in the tabulating device, and counted
in the usual manner.

Sec. 35. Section 49.99, subsection 2, Code 2009, is
amended to read as follows:

2. If a voter writes the name of a person more than once
in the proper places on a ballot er—en—a—vetingmachine for an
office to which more than one person is to be elected, all but
one of those votes for that person for that office are void
and shall not be counted.

. I?ec. 36. Section 49.127, Code 2009, is amended to read as
ollows:

49.127 COMMISSIONER TO EXAMINE MAGHNES EQUIPMENT .

It shall be the duty of each commissioner to determine that
all voting maehines—are equipment is operational and
functioning ﬁroperly and that all materials necessary for the
conduct of the election are in the commissioner®s possession
and are correct.

Sec. 37. Section 50.15A, subsection 1, Code 2009, is
amended to read as follows:

1. In order to provide the public with an early source of
election results before the official canvass of votes, the
state commissioner of elections, in cooperation with the
commissioners of elections, shall conduct an unofficial
canvass of election results following the closing of the polls
on the day of a general election. The unofficial canvass
shall report election results for national offices, statewide
offices, the office of state representative, the office of
state senator, and other offices or public measures at the
discretion of the state commissioner of elections. The

unofficial canvass shall also report the total number of

ballots cast at the general election.

Sec. 38. Section 50.22, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 2009,
is amended to read as follows:

I a ﬁrovisional ballot is rejected, the person casting the
ballot shall be notified by the commissioner within ten days
of the reason for the rejection, on the form prescribed by the
state commissioner pursuant to section 53.25, and the envelope
containing the provisional ballot shall be preserved unopened
and disposed of in the same manner as spoiled ballots. The
provisional ballots which _are accepted shall be counted in the
manner prescribed by section 53-24 53.23, subsection 5. The
commissioner shall make public the number of provisional
ballots rejected and not counted, at the time of the canvass
of the election.

f I?ec. 39. Section 50.24, Code 2009, is amended to read as
ollows:

50.24 CANVASS BY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.

1. The county board of supervisors shall meet to canvass
the vote on the first Monday or_Tuesday after the day of each
election to which this chapter is applicable, unless the law
authorizing the election specifies another date for the
canvass. If that Monday or Tuesday is a public holiday,




18 22 section 4.1, subsection 34, controls.
2. Upon convenln?, the board shall open and canvass the
18 24 tally lists and shall p

18

23

repare abstracts statings

——i—woerds
> the number of votes cast In the countﬁ,lgr
e

18 26 in that portion of the county in which the election was

18 27 for each office and on each question on the ballot for the
18 28 election. The board sh
18 29 special precinct board before adjourning and include in the
18 30 canvass any absentee ballots which were received after the

18

31

polls closed in accorda

all contact the chairperson of_the

nce with section 53.17 and which were

18 32 canvassed by the special precinct board after election day.
18 33 The abstract shall further indicate the name of each person
18 34 who received votes for each office on the ballot, and the
18 35 number of votes each person named received for that office,
19 1 and the number of votes for and against each question

19 2 submitted to the voters at the election. The votes of all
19 3 write=in candidates who each received less than #we Ffive

19 4 percent of the votes cast for an office shall be reported
19 5 collectively under the heading "scattering".

3. The board shall certify an election canvass summary

19

19 7 report prepared

19

6

by the commissioner. The election canvass

8 summary report shall include the results of the election.

9

ncluding scatterings.
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10

for each contest and pu

blic measure that appeared on the

11
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ballot of the election

4_ The board shall
total number of people
general elections and e

9.14, a copy_of the ce
state commissioner.

5. Any obvious cler
precincts shall be corr
records of any changes
canvass.

Sec. 40. Section 50

being canvassed. o _
alse prepare a certificate showing the

who cast ballots in the election. For
lections held pursuant to section
rtificate shall be forwarded to the

ical errors in the tally lists from the
ected by the supervisors. Complete
shall be recorded in the minutes of the

.30, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph

1, Code 2009, is amended to read as follows:

The commissioner sha
election, forward to th
duplicate abstracts of
offices:

11, within #en thirteen days after the
e state commissioner one of the
votes for each of the following

Sec. 41. NEW SECTION. 50.30A ELECTION CANVASS SUMMARY

FORWARDED TOQ STATE COMM
_The commissioner sha
primary and general ele

ISSIONER.
11, within thirteen days after each
ction, forward to the state

commissioner a true_and exact copy of the election canvass
summary report certified by the county board of canvassers.

Sec. 42. Section 50
follows:
50.39 ABSTRACT.

.39, Code 2009, is amended to read as

It shall make an abstract statings—in—words—written—at

>~ the number of b
of all the persons vote
votes each received, an
it a public question ha
state, the number of ba
and a declaration of th

allots cast %or each office, the names
d for, for what office, the number of
d whom it declares to be elected, and
S been submitted to the voters of the
llots cast for and against the question
e result as determined by the

canvassers; which abstract shall be signed by the canvassers

in their official capac

ity and as state canvassers, and have

the seal of the state affixed. )
Sec. 43. Section 50.48, subsection 4, paragraphs a and c,

Code 2009, are amended
a. When all members

to read as follows:
of the recount board have been

selected, the board shall undertake and complete the required
recount_as expeditiously as reasonably possible. The i
commissioner or the commissioner®s designee shall supervise

the handling of ballots
that the ballots
alteration or damage.
ballot containers from
in the request or by th
recount only the ballot
office in _question, inc
required in section 50.

to ensure

are protected from
The board shall open only the sealed
the precincts specified to be recounted
e recount board. The board shall
s which were voted and counted for the
luding any disputed ballots returned as
5. IT an—eleetronic automatic

tabulating system equipment was used to count the ballots, the
recount board may request the commissioner to retabulate the

ballots using the

automatic tabulating

equipment. The same program used for tabulating the votes on

election day shall be u
is believed or known to

sed at the recount unless the_program
be flawed. +HFa—votingmachine—was




. er—voting—machine—documents
resealed by the recount board before adjournment and shall be
preserved as required by section 50.12. At the conclusion of
the recount, the recount board shall make and file with the
commissioner a written report of its findings, which shall be
signed bg at least two members of the recount board. The
recount board shall complete the recount and file its report
not later than the eighteenth day following the county board"s
canvass of the election in question.

Sec. 44. Section 51.15, Code 2009, is amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

51.15 APPLICABILITY OF LAW.

This_chapter shall apply to all elections in which the
commissioner has determined that paper ballots shall be used
2gdzgounted by precinct election officials pursuant to section

Sec. 45. Section 52.1, subsection 1, Code 2009, is amended
to read as follows:

1. At all elections conducted under chapter 49, and at any
other election unless - i

izt i the commissioner directs otherwise

21 24 pursuant to section 49.26, votes may shall be cast,
21 25 registered, recorded, and counted by means of

—2126—machines—oe¥ optical scan voting systems, in accordance WitE

21 27
21 28
21 29
21 30
21 31
21 32

this chapter.

Sec. 46. Section 52.1, subsection 2, paragraph g, Code
2009, is amended by striking the paragraph.

Sec. 47. Section 52.3, Code 2009, is amended to read as
follows:

52.3 TERMS OF PURCHASE == TAX LEVY.

The county board of supervisors, on_the adoption_and
purchase of a—veting—machine—oeF an optical scan voting system,
may Issue bonds under section 331.441, subsection 2, paragraph
"b"™, subparagraph (1).

Sec. 48. Section 52.4, Code 2009, is amended to read as
follows:

52_.4 EXAMINERS == TERM == REMOVAL.

1. The state commissioner of elections shall appoint three
members to a board of examiners for voting systems, not more
than two of whom shall be from the same political party. The
examiners shall hold office for staggered terms of six years,
subject to removal at the pleasure of the state commissioner
of elections.

2. At least one of the examiners shall have been trained
in computer programming and operations. The other two members
shall be directly involved in the administration of elections
and _shall have experience in the use of i i
optical scan voting systems.

f I?ec. 49_. Section 52.5, Code 2009, is amended to read as
ollows:

52.5 TESTING AND EXAMINATION OF VOTING EQUIPMENT.

1. A person or corporation owning or being interested in a

i i an optical scan voting system may request
that the state commissioner call upon the board of examiners
to examine and test the maehine—oF system. Within seven days
of receiving a request for examination and test, the state
commissioner shall notify the board of examiners of the
request in writing and set a time and place for the
examination and test.

2. The state commissioner shall formulate, with the advice
and assistance of the examiners, and adopt rules governing the
testing and examination of any wveting—machine—or optical scan
voting system by the board of examiners. The rules shall
prescribe the method to be used in determining whether the
machine—oF system is suitable for use within the state and
performance standards for voting equipment in use within the
state. The rules shall provide that all optical scan voting
systems and—vetingmachines approved for use by the examiners
after April 9, 2003, shall meet voting srstems performance_and
test standards, as adopted by the federal election commission
on April 30, 2002, and as deemed adopted by Pub. L. No.
107=252, } 222. The rules shall include standards for
determining when recertification is necessary following
modifications to the equipment or to the programs used in
tabulating votes, and a_procedure for rescinding certification
if a system ermachine is found not to comply with performance



23 9 standards adopted by the state commissioner.

23 10 3. The state commissioner may employ a competent person or

23 11 persons to assist the examiners iIn their evaluation of the

23 12 equipment and to advise the examiners as to the sufficiency of

23 13 the equipment. Consultant fees shall be paid by the person

23 14 who requested the certification. Following the examination

23 15 and testing of the weting—machine—or optical scan voting

23 16 system, the examiners shall report to the state commissioner

23 17 describing the testing and examination of the i

23 18 system and upon the capacity of the maehrine—oer system to

23 19 register the will of voters, its accuracy and efficiency, and

23 20 with respect to its mechanical perfections and imperfections.

23 21 Their report shall be filed in the office of the state

23 22 commissioner and shall state whether in their opinion the kind

23 23 of maechine—oF system so examined can be safely used by voters

23 24 at elections under the conditions prescribed In this chapter.

23 25 If the report states that the maeh#nre—oeF system can be so

23 26 used, it shall be deemed apEroved by the examiners, and

23 27 machines—er systems of _its kind may be adopted for use at

23 28 elections as provided in this section. Any form of i
—23—29-machine—or system not so approved cannot be used at any

23 30 election.

23 31 4. Before actual use by a county of a particular optical

23 32 scan voting system which has been approved for use in this

23 33 state, the state commissioner shall formulate, with the advice

23 34 and assistance of the examiners, and adopt rules governing the

23 35 development of vote counting programs and all procedures used

24 1 in actual counting of votes by means of that system.
24 2 Sec. 50. Section 52.6, Code 2009, is amended to read as
24 3 follows:
24 4 52.6 COMPENSATION.
24 5 1. Each examiner is entitled to one hundred fifty dollars
%i g for compensation and expenses in making suekh an examination

8

and report under section 52.5, to be paid by the person_ or
corporation applying for suel the examination. Ne—examiner
- i However, each examiner shall
24 11 receive not to exceed fifteen hundred dollars and reasonable
24 12 expenses in any one year; and all sums collected for such
24 13 examinations over and above said maximum salaries and expenses
24 14 shall be turned in to the state treasury.
24 15 2. An examiner shall not have any interest whatever in any
24 16 optical scan voting system reported upon.
24 17 Sec. 51. Section 52.8, Code 2009, is amended to read as
24 18 follows:
24 19 52.8 EXPERIMENTAL USE.
24 20 The board of supervisors of any county may provide for the
24 21 experimental use at an election in one or more districts, of &

—24—22—V6t+ﬁ?—m&6h+ﬁe—6F an optical scan voting system which it might
24 23 lawfully adopt, without a formal adoption #hereef of the
24 24 system; and its use at such election shall be as valid for all
24 25 purposes as if it had been lawfully adopted.
24 26 Sec. 52. Section 52.19, Code 2009, is amended to read as
24 27 follows:
24 28 52.19 INSTRUCTIONS.
24 29 In case any elector after entering the voting machinre booth
24 30 shall ask for further instructions concerning the manner of
24 31 voting, two precinct election officials of opposite political
24 32 parties shall give such_instructions to the elector; but no
24 33 precinct election official or other election officer or person

24 34 assisting an elector shall in any manner request, suggest, or
24 35 seek to persuade or induce any such elector to vote any

25 1 particular ticket, or for any particular candidate, or for or
25 2 a%ainst any particular amendment, question, or proposition.
25 3 After receiving such instructions, sueh the elector shall vote
25 4 as in the case of an unassisted voter.

25 5 Sec. 53. Section 52.23, Code 2009, is amended to read as
25 6 follows:

25 7 52.23 WRITTEN STATEMENTS OF ELECTION ==—OFHER—PARERS.

25 8 1= After the total vote for each candidate has been

25 9 ascertained, and before leaving the room or voting place, the

25 10 precinct election officials shall make and sign the tally list

25 11 required in section 50.16. One copy of the Erinted results

25 12 from each tabulating device shall be signed by all precinct

25 13 election officials present and shall be attached to the tally

25 14 list from the precinct. The printed results attached to the

25 15 tally list shall reflect all votes cast in the precinct.

25 16 including overvotes and undervotes, for each candidate and

%g %g public measure on the ballot.

2—TFhe—inspection—sheets—From—each—machine—used—in—the

—25—19—eclection—and—onre—copy—of—the—printed—resuhts—From—each—machine




—25—33—pursvant—to—seetion—50-—1+
25 34 Sec. 54. Section 52.24, Code 2009, is amended to read as
25 35 follows:
26 1 52.24 YHAT-STATUTESAPRRLY—== SEPARATE BALLOTS.

5 Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as prohibiting-the
26 9 use of a separate ballot for public measures.
8

26 Sec. 55. Section 52.25, Code 2009, is amended to read as
26 follows:

26 9 52.25 SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT OR PUBLIC MEASURE.

26 10 1. The question of a constitutional convention,

26 11 amendments, and public measures including bond issues may be
26 12 voted enr—voting—machines—and on ballots In the following

26 13 manner:

26 14 1~ a. The entire convention question, amendment, or

26 15 public measure shall be printed and displayed premirentdy in
26 16 at least feur—places one place within the voting precinct, and
26 17 inside each voting booth, the printing to be in conformity

26 18 with the provisions of chapter 49.

26 19 2- b. The question, amendment, or measure, and summaries
thereof, shall be printed on the i ballots er—en

i i i - In no case shall the

26 22 font size be less than ten point t{pe-

26 23 3—- 2. The public measure shall be summarized by the

26 24 commissioner, except that:

26 25 a. In the case of the question of a constitutional

26 26 convention, or of an amendment or measure to be voted on in
26 27 the entire state, the summary shall be worded by the state
26 28 commissioner of elections as required by section 49.44.

26 29 b. In the case of a public question to be voted on in a
26 30 political subdivision lying in more than one county, the

26 31 summary shall be worded by the commissioner responsible under
26 32 section 47.2 for conducting that election.

26 33 Sec. 56. Section 52.27, Code 2009, is amended to read as
26 34 follows:

26 35 52.27 COMMISSIONER TO PROVIDE OPTICAL SCAN VOTING

27 1 EQUIPMENT.

27 2 The commissioner having jurisdiction of any precinct for
27 3 which the board of supervisors has adopted voting by means of
27 4 an optical scan voting system shall, as soon as practicable
27 5 thereafter, provide for use at each election held in the

27 6 precinct optical scan ballots and ballot marking devices in
27 7 a?propriate numbers. The commissioner shall have custody of
27 8 all equipment required for use of the optical_ scan voting

27 8 system, and shall be responsible for maintaining it in good

condition and for storing it between elections. AH

—27—34—theuse—-oF optical secan—voting systems;—when—applicable-
27 15 Sec. 57. Section 52.28, Code 2009, is amended to read as
27 16 follows:
27 17 52.28 OPTICAL SCAN VOTING SYSTEM BALLOT FORMS.
27 18 The commissioner of each_county in which the use of an
27 19 optical scan voting system in one or more precincts has been
27 20 authorized shall print optical scan ballots using black ink on

27 21 white paper and shall determine the arrangement of candidates”
27 22 names and public questions upon the ballot or ballots used

27 23 with_ the system. The ballot information shall be arranged as
27 24 required by chapters 43 and 49, and by any relevant provisions
27 25 of any statutes which specify the form of ballots for special
27 26 elections, so far as possible within the constraints of the

27 27 physical characteristics of the optical scan voting system in
27 28 use in that county. The state commissioner may adopt rules

27 29 requiring a reasonable degree of uniformitg among counties in
27 30 arrangement of optical scan voting system ballots.



27 31 Sec. 58. Section 52.29, Code 2009, is amended to read as

27 32 follows:

27 33 52.29 OPTICAL SCAN VOTING SYSTEM SAMPLE BALLOTS.

27 34 The commissioner shall provide for each precinct where an

27 35 optical scan voting system is in use at least Feur one sample
28 1 optical scan baltots ballot which shall be an exact eeptes

28 % copy of the official ballots as printed for that precinct.

—28——5—iﬁ—that—pFeefﬁet—eﬂ—e+eef+eﬁ—dazf The”sam Ie ba++ets ballot
28 6 shall be posted preminently within the polling place, and

28 7 shall be open to public inspection during the hours the polls

28 8 are open on election day. I1f the ballot used on election day
28 9 has offices or questions appearing on the back of the ballot

28 10 both sides of the sample ballot shall be displayed.
28 11 Sec. 59. Section 52.41, Code 2009, is amended to read as

28 12 follows:

28 13 52.41 ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF ELECTION RESULTS.

28 14 With the advice of_ the board of examiners for voting

28 15 i systems, the state commissioner
28 16 shall adopt by rule standards for the examination and testing
28 17 of devices for the electronic transmission of election

28 18 results._ All voting systems which contain devices for the

28 19 electronic transmission of election results submitted to the
28 20 examiners for examination and testing after July 1, 2003,

28 21 shall comply with these standards.

28 22 Sec. 60. Section 53.2, subsections 5, 6, and 7, Code 2009,
28 23 are amended to read as follows-

28 24 5. An application for a primary election ballot which

28 25 specifies a party different from that recorded on the

28 26 reglstered voter®s voter registration record, or if the

28 27 voter®s voter re?lstratlon record does not indicate a party
28 28 affiliation, shall be accepted as a chan e or declaration of
28 29 party affiliation. The commissioner sha ﬂprove the change
28 30 or declaratlon and enter a notation of the change on the

28 31 registration records at the time the absentee ballot request

28 32 is noted on the voter®s reqistration record. A notice shall
28 33 be sent with the ballot requested informing the voter that the

28 34 voter"s registration record will be changed to show that the
28 35 voter is now affiliated with the party_ whose ballot the voter
1 requested. 1f an application for a primary election ballot
2 does not specify a party and the voter reqgistration record of
29 3 the voter from whom the application is received shows that the
4 voter is affiliated with a part the voter shall be mailed
29 5 the ballot of the party indicated on the voter"s registration
29 6 record.
29 7 6. |If an application for an absentee ballot is received
29 8 from an_eligible elector who is not a registered voter the
29 9 commissioner shall send the eligible elector a voter

29 10 registration form
instead of an_abgentee_ballot. +H—the

29 23 application is received after the time registraiion closes

29 24 pursuant to section 48A.9 but by 5:00 p.m. on the Saturday

29 25 before the election for genera nd primary elections or by

29 26 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the election for all other

29 27 elections. the commissioner shall notify the applicant of the

29 28 election day and in=person absentee registration provisions of

29 29 sectlon 48A 7A.

29 30 ?lstered voter who has not moved from the county in

29 31 Whlch the elector is registered to vote may submit a change of

29 32 name, telephone number, or address on the absentee ballot

29 33 appllcatlon form pfese¥+bed—+ﬁ—seet+eﬁ—48A78 when east+ﬂ?

29 34 requesting an absentee ballot. Upon receipt of a proper

29 35 completed form, the commissioner shall enter a notation of the
change on the reglstratlon records.
2 Sec. 61. Section 53.8, subsection 1, Code 2009, is amended
3 to read as follows:
30 4 1. Upon receipt of an application for an absentee ballot
5 and immediately after the absentee ballots are ﬁrlnted the
6 commissioner shall mail an absentee ballot to t

W
o
=

e applicant



within twenty=four hours, except as otherwise provided in
subsection 3. The absentee ballot shall be enclosed in an
unsealed envelope bearing a serial number and affidavit. The
absentee ballot and unsealed envelope shall be enclosed in or
with a earrier return envelope marked posta%e paid which bears
the same serial number as the unsealed envelope. The absentee
ballot, unsealed envelope, and earrier return envelope shall
be enclosed in a third enveloge to be sent to the registered
voter. If the ballot cannot be folded so that all of the
votes cast on the ballot will be hidden, the commissioner
gh?ll also enclose a secrecy envelope with the absentee

allot.

Sec. 62. Section 53.8, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code
2009, is amended to read as follows:

a. The commissioner shall enclose with the absentee ballot
a statement informin% the applicant that the sealed earrier
return envelope may be mailed to the commissioner by the
registered voter or the voter"s designee or may be personally
delivered to the commissioner®s office by the registered voter
or the voter®s designee. The statement shall also inform the
voter that the voter may request that the voter®"s designee
complete a receipt when retrieving the ballot from the voter.
A blank receipt shall be enclosed with the absentee ballot.

Sec. 63. Section 53.17, subsections 1 and 2, Code 2009,
are amended to read as follows:

1. The sealed envelope containing the absentee ballot
shall be enclosed in a earrier return envelope which shall be
securely sealed. The sealed earrier return envelope shall be
returned to the commissioner by one of the followin? methods:

a. The sealed earrier return envelope may be delivered by
the registered voter, by the voter"s designee, or by the
special precinct election officials designated pursuant to
section 53.22, subsection 1, to the commissioner®s office no
later than the time the polls are closed on election day.
However, if delivered by the voter®s designee, the envelope
shall be delivered within seventy=two hours of retrieving it
from the voter or before the closing of the polls on election
day, whichever is earlier.

b. The sealed earrier return envelope may be mailed to the
commissioner by the registered voter or by the voter-s
designee. If mailed by the voter®s designhee, the envelope
must be mailed within seventy=two hours of retrieving it from
the voter or within time to be postmarked not later than the
day before the election, whichever is earlier.

2. In order for the ballot to be counted, the earrier
return envelope must be received in the commissioner®s office
before the Bolls close on election day or be clearly
postmarked an officially authorized postal service not
later than the dar before the election and received by the
commissioner not later than noon on the Monday following the
election.

Sec. 64. Section 53.18, subsections 1 and 2, Code 2009,
are amended to read as follows:

1. When the return earrter envelope containing the
completed absentee ballot is received by the commissioner, the
commissioner shall at once record receipt of such ballot.
Absentee ballots shall be stored in a secure place until they
gre gelivered to the absentee and special voters precinct

oard.

2. ITf the commissioner receilves the return earrier
envelope containing the completed absentee ballot by Five 5:00
p-m. on the Saturday before the election for general and
primary elections and by five 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before
the election for all other elections, the commissioner shall
open the envelope to review the affidavit for any
deficiencies. |If the affidavit contains a deficliency that
would cause the ballot to be rejected, the commissioner shall,
within twenty=four hours of the time the envelope was
received, noti the voter of that fact and that the voter may
correct the deficiency by #ive 5:00 p.m. on the day before the
election.

Sec. 65. Section 53.21, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code
2009, is amended to read as follows:

The voter shall enclose one copy of the above statement
in the return earrier envelope with the affidavit envelope and
retain a copy for the voter®"s records.

Sec. 66. Section 53.22, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code
2009, is amended to read as follows:

b. Absentee ballots voted under this subsection shall be
delivered to the commissioner no later than the time the polls
are closed on election day. |If the ballot is returned by mail



32 18 the earrier return envelope must be received by the time the

32 19 polls close, or clearly postmarked by an officially authorized

32 20 postal service not later than the day before the election and

32 21 received by the commissioner no later than the time

32 22 established for the canvass by the board of supervisors for

32 23 that election.

32 24 Sec. 67. Section 53.25, Code 2009, is amended to read as

32 25 follows:

32 26 53.25 REJECTING BALLOT.

32 27 1. If the absentee voter®s affidavit #s—Found—to—be
—3228—insufFicient lacks the voter"s signature, if the applicant is

32 29 not a duly registered voter on election day in suer the

32 30 precinct where the absentee ballot was cast, if the affidavit

32 31 envelope contains more than one ballot of any one Kkind, or if

32 32 the voter has voted in person, such vote shall ret be aceepted
—3233—or—~counted rejected by the absentee and special voters

32 34 precinct board. |If the affidavit envelope is open, or has

32 35 been opened and resealed, or if the ballot is not enclosed in

33 1 the affidavit envelope, and an affidavit envelope with the

33 2 same serial number and marked ""Replacement ballot” is not

33 3 attached as provided in section 53.18, the vote shall ret be

33 4 accepted—or—eounted rejected by the absentee and special

33 5 voters precinct board. _ _ _ )
33 6 2 IT the absentee ballot is rejected prior to the opening

33 7 of the affidavit envelope, the voter casting the ballot shall
33 8 be notified by a precinct election official by the time the
33 9 canvass is completed of the reason for the rejection on a form
33 10 prescribed by the state commissioner of elections.

33 11 Sec. 68. Section 53.30, Code 2009, is amended to read as
33 12 follows:

33 13 53.30 BALLOTS, BALLOT ENVELOPES, AND OTHER INFORMATION

33 14 PRESERVED.

33 15 At the conclusion of each meeting of the absentee and

33 16 special voter®s precinct board, the board shall securely seal
33 17 all ballots counted by them in the manner prescribed in

33 18 section 50.12. The ballot envelopes, including the envelope
33 19 having the registered voter®s affidavit on it, the return

33 20 earrier envelope, and secrecy envelope bearing the signatures
33 21 of precinct election officials, as required by section 53.23,
33 22 shall be preserved. All applications for absentee ballots,
33 23 ballots rejected without being opened, absentee ballot logs,
33 24 and any other documents pertaining to the absentee ballot

33 25 process shall be preserved until such time as the documents
33 26 may be destroyed pursuant to section 50.19.

33 27 Sec. 69. Section 53.40, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code
33 28 2009, is amended to read as follows:

33 29 c. A request shall show the residence (including street
33 30 address, if any) of the voters and the age of the voters

33 32 and shall designate the address to which t e ballot is to be ’
33 33 sents;—anrd—in.___In the case of the primary election, the

33 34 request shall also show the Party affiliation of sueh the
33 35 voter. Suehk The request shall be made to the commissioner of

Sec. 70. Section 53.53, subsection 4, paragraph b, Code
2009, is amended to read as follows:
34 10 b. The voter®"s application for a regular absentee ballot
34 11 was received by the commissioner less than fourteen days prior
34 12 to the election. However, if the voter®"s application for a
34 13 reqular absentee ballot is not received by the commissioner

34 1 the county of the voter®s residences—provided—that. However
34 2 if the request is made by the voter to any elective state,
34 3 city. or county official, the satd official shall forward it
34 4 to the commissioner of the county of the voter®s residence,
34 5 and such request so forwarded shall have the same force and
34 6 effect as if made direet directly to the commissioner by the
34 7 voter.

8

9

34 14 and if the federal writezin absentee ballot is not prohibited
34 15 by another provision of this subsection, a federal write=in

34 16 absentee ballot cast by the voter and received by the

34 17 commissioner is valid.

34 18 Sec. 71. Section 69.8, subsection 2, Code 2009, is amended
34 19 to read as follows:

34 20 2. STATE OFFICES. 1In all state offices, Judges of courts
34 21 of record, officers, trustees, inspectors, and members of all
34 22 boards or commissions, and all persons filling any position of
34 23 trust or profit in_the state, by the governor, except when

34 24 some other method is specially provided. An appointment by

34 25 the governor to fill a vacancy in the office of lieutenant

34 26 governor shall be for the balance of the unexpired term. An
34 27 appointment made under this subsection to a state office

34 28 subject to section 69.13 shall be for the period until the




34 29 vacancy is filled by election pursuant to law.

34 30 Sec. 72. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code

34 31 2009, is amended to read as follows:

34 32 b. Five units of the social studies including instruction
34 33 in voting statutes and procedures, voter registration

34 34 requirements, the use of paper ballots and voting

34 35 systems in the election process, and the method of acquiring

35 and_casting an absentee ballot. All students shall complete a
35 minimum of one=half unit of United States government and one
35 unit of United States history. The one=half unit of United

1
5
4 States government shall include the voting procedure as
35 5 described in this lettered Paragraph and section 280.9A. The
6 government instruction shall also include a study of the
7 Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights
8 contained in the Constitution and an assessment of a student®s
9 knowledge of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
35 10 Sec. 73. Section 260C.15, subsection 1, Code 2009, is
35 11 amended to read as follows:
35 12 1. Regular elections held by the merged area for the
35 13 election of members of the board of directors as required by
35 14 section 260C.11 =
i i 225 or for any other matter
35 17 authorized by law and designated for election by the board of
35 18 directors of_ the merged area, shall be held on the date of the
35 19 school election as fTixed by section 277.1. However, elections
35 20 held for the renewal of the twenty and one=fourth cents per
35 21 thousand dollars of assessed valuation levy authorized in
35 22 section 260C.22 shall be held either on the date of the school

35 23 election as fixed by section 277.1 or at a special election

35 24 held on the second Tuesday in September of the even=numbered
35 25 year. The election notice shall be made a part of the local

35 26 school election notice published as provided in section 49.53
35 27 in each local school district where votin? is to occur in the
35 28 merged area election and the election shall be conducted by
35 29 the county commissioner of elections pursuant to chapters 39
35 30 through 53 and section 277.20.

35 31 Sec. 74. Section 260C.22, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code
35 32 2009, is amended to read as follows:

35 33 1. a. In addition to the tax authorized under section

35 34 260C.17, the voters in a merged area may at the regular school

35 35 election or at a special election held on the second Tuesday

36 1 in September of the even=numbered year vote a tax not
36 2 exceeding twenty and one=fourth cents per thousand dollars of

36 3 assessed value In any one year for a period not to exceed ten
36 4 years for the purchase of grounds, construction of buildings,
36 5 payment of debts contracted for the construction of buildings,
36 6 purchase of buildings and equipment for buildings, and the

36 7 acquisition of libraries, for the purpose of paying costs of
36 8 utilities, and for the purpose of maintaining, remodeling,

36 9 improving, or expanding the community college of the mergfd
36 10 area. |IT the tax levy is approved under this section, the
36 11 costs of utilities shall be paid from the proceeds of the
36 12 levy. The tax shall be collected by the county treasurers and
36 13 remitted to the treasurer of the merged area as provided in

36 14 section 331.552, subsection 29. The proceeds of the tax shall
36 15 be deposited in a separate and distinct fund to be known as

36 16 the voted tax fund, to be paid out upon warrants drawn by the
36 17 president and secreta;y of the board of directors of the

36 18 merged area district for the payment of costs incurred iIn

36 19 providing the school facilities for which the tax was voted.
36 20 Sec. 75. Section 275.18, subsection 3, Code 2009, is

36 21 amended to read as follows:

36 22 3. The area education agency administrator shall furnish
36 23 to the commissioner a map of the proposed reorganized area

36 24 which must be approved b% the commissioner as suitable for

36 25 posting. The map shall be displayed premirentdly in at least
36 26 one Elace within the voting precinct, and inside
36 27 each voting_booths—er—er—the—teft=hand——stde—inside—the—edrtain

36 29 Sec. 76. ection 280.9A, subsections 1 and 2, Code 2009,
36 30 are amended to read as follows:

36 31 1. The board of directors of each local public school

36 32 district and the authorities in charge of each nonpublic

36 33 school shall require that all students in grades nine through
36 34 twelve complete, as a condition of graduation, instruction iIn
36 35 American history and the governments of lowa and the United
37 1 States, including instruction in voting statutes and

37 2 Brocedures, voter registration requirements, the use of paper
37 3 ballots and voting machines systems in the election process,
37 4 and the method of acquiring and casting an absentee ballot.




37 5 . The county auditor, upon request and at a site chosen
37 6 bK the county auditor, shall make available to schools within
37 7 the county voting machines equipment or sample ballots that
37 8 are generally used within the county, at times when

—37—9machines this egU|pment or sample bailots are not in use for
37 10 their recognized purpose.
37 11 Sec. 77. Section 294.8, Code 2009, is amended to read as

37 12 follows:
37 13 294 .8 PENSION SYSTEM.
37 14 A school district located in whole or in part within a
37 15 city having a population of twenty=five thousand one hundred
37 16 or more mag establish a pension and annuity retirement system
37 17 for the public school teachers of such district

However, in cities having a population less than
37 19 seventy—flve thousand, establishment of the system shall be
37 20 ratified by a vote of the people at a general regular school
37 21 election.
37 22 Sec. 78. Section 298.9, Code 2009, is amended to read as
37 23 follows:
37 24 298.9 SPECIAL LEVIES.
37 25 IT the voter=approved physical plant and equipment levy,
37 26 consisting solely of a physical plant and equipment property
37 27 tax levy, is approved by the voters at

37 28 election held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsectlon

37 29 4, para%raph "c", and certified to the board of supervisors
37 30 after the regular levy is made, the board shall at its next
37 31 regular meeting levy the tax and cause it to be entered UEon

37 32 the tax list to be collected as other school taxes. If t

37 33 certification is filed prior to May 1, the annual levy shall

37 34 begin with_the_ tax_levy of the year_ of filing. If the

37 35 certification is filed after May 1 in a year, the levy shall

38 1 begin with the levy of the fiscal year succeedlng the year of

38 2 the filing of the certification.

38 3 Sec. 79. Section 301.24, Code 2009, is amended to read as

38 4 follows:

38 5 301.24 PETITION == ELECTION.

38 6 Whenever a petition signed by one hundred eli |ble electors

38 7 residing in the school district or a number of e ble

38 8 electors residing in the school district equal to at least ten

38 9 percent of the number of voters in the last preceding regular

38 10 school election, whichever is greater, is filed with the

38 11 secretary th+¥ty sixty days or more before the regular school

38 12 election, asking that the question of prOV|d|ng free textbooks

38 13 for the use of pupils in the school district”s attendance

38 14 centers be submitted to the voters at the next regular school

38 15 election, the secretary shall cause notice of sueh the

38 16 prop03|t|0n to be given in the notice of suweh the election.

38 17 Sec. 80. Section 331.201, subsection 3, Code 2009, is

38 18 amended to read as follows:

38 19 3. The office of supervisor is an elective office except

38 20 that if a vacancy occurs on the board, a successor shalH may

38 21 be appointed to the unexpired term as provided in ehapter—69

38 22 section 69.14A.

38 23 Sec. 81. Section 331.383, Code 2009, is amended to read as

38 24 follows:

38 25 331.383 DUTIES AND POWERS RELATING TO ELECTIONS.

38 26 The board shall ensure that the county commissioner of

38 27 elections conducts primary, general, city, school, and special

38 28 elections in accordance with appllcable state law. The board

38 29 shall canvass elections in accordance with sections 43.49 to

38 30 43.51, 43.60 to 43.62, 46.24, 50.13, 50.24 to 50.29, 50.44 to

38 31 50.47, 260C.39, 275.25, 277.20, 376.1, 376.7, and 376.9. The

38 32 board shall prepare and deliver a list of persons nominated in

38 33 accordance with section 43.55, provide for a recount in

38 34 accordance with section 50.48, provide for election precincts

38 35 in accordance with sections 49.3, 49.4, 49.6 to 49.8, and

39 1 49.11, pay election costs as prOV|ded in section 47.3,

39 2 part|C|pate in election contests as provided in sections 62.1A

39 3 and 62.9, and perform other election duties required by state

39 4 law. _The board may authorize_additional precinct election

39 5 officials as provided in section 51.1, provide for the use of

39 6 an optical scan votlng system as provided

39 7 in sections 52.2, 52.3, and 52.8, and exercise other election

39 8 powers as provuded by state law.

39 9 Sec. 82. Section 331.425, subsection 2, Code 2009, is

39 10 amended to read as follows:

39 11 2. The election shall be held on the seeend first Tuesday

39 12 in March and be conducted by the county commissioner of

39 13 elections in accordance with the law.

39 14 Sec. 83. Section 331.427, subsection 3, paragraph c, Code

39 15 2009, is amended to read as follows:




39 16 c. Purchase of voting maehines systems and equipment under

39 17 chapter 52.

39 18 Sec. 84. Section 331.441, subsection 2, paragraph b,

39 19 subparagraph (1), Code 2009, is amended to read as follows:

39 20 [¢D) i i An optical scan voting system.

39 21 Sec. 85. Section 331.502, subsection 17, Code 2009, is

39 22 amended to read as follows:

39 23 17. Make available to schools, voting machines equipment

39 24 or sample ballots for instructional purposes as provided in

39 25 section 280.9A.

39 26 Sec. 86. Section 364.2, subsection 4, paragraph b, Code

39 27 2009, is amended to read as follows:

39 28 b. Such an ordinance shall not become effective unless

39 29 approved at_an election. The proposal may be submitted by the

39 30 council on its own motion to the voters at any city election.

39 31 Upon receipt of a valid petition as defined in section 362.4

39 32 requesting that a proposal be submitted to the voters, the

39 33 council shall submit the proposal at the next regular city

39 34 election or at a special election called for that ﬁurpose

39 35 before the next regular city election. However, the city

40 1 council may dispense with such election as to the grant,

40 2 amendment, extension, or renewal of an electric light and

40 3 power, heating, or gasworks franchise unless there is a valid

40 4 petition requesting submission of the proposal to the voters,

40 5 or the party seeking such franchise, grant, amendment,

40 6 extension, or renewal requests an election. If a majority of

40 7 those voting approves the proposal, the city maﬁ ?roceed as

40 8 proposed. The complete text of the ordinance shall be

40 9 included on the ballot if conventional paper ballots are used.

40 10 ITf an optical scan voting system i i is used,

40 11 the proposal shall be stated on the optical scan ballot and—en
#re, and the full text of the ordinance posted for the

40 13 voters pursuant to section 52.25. All absentee voters shall

40 14 receive the fTull text of the ordinance.

40 15 Sec. 87. Section 368.19, subsection 2, Code 2009, is

40 16 amended to read as follows:

40 17 2. The city shall provide to the commissioner of elections

40 18 a map of the area to be incorporated, discontinued, annexed,

40 19 severed, or consolidated, which must be approved b¥ the

40 20 commissioner as suitable for posting. The map shall be

40 21 displayed preminently in at least feur—places one place within
40 22 the voting precinct, and inside_each voting booths—er—en—the

—4023left=hand side—inside—the—curtainofcach—vetingmachine.

40 24 Sec. 88. Section 372.13, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code
40 25 2009, is amended to read as follows:
40 26 b. (1) By a special election held to fill the office for
40 27 the remaining balance of_the unexpired term. I _the council
40 28 opts for a special election or a_valid petition is Filed under
40 29 paragraph "a™, the special election may be held concurrently
40 30 with any pending election as provided by section 69.12 if by
40 31 so doing the vacancy will be Ffilled not more than ninety days
40 32 after it occurs. Otherwise, a special election to Till the
40 33 office shall be called by the council at the earliest
40 34 practicable date. The council shall give the county
40 35 commissioner at least thirty=two days® written notice of the

41 date chosen for the special election. The council of a city
41 where a primary election may be required shall give the county
41 commissioner at least sixty days®™ written notice of the date
41 chosen for the special election. A special election held

376.11, but the dates for actions in relation to the special
election shall be calculated with regard to the date for which
the special election is called. However, a nomination
petition must be filed not less than twenty=five days before
41 10 the date of the special election and, where a primary election
41 11 may be required, a nomination petition must be filed not less
41 12 than fiFfty=twe fifty—three days before the date of the special
41 13 election.

41 14 (2) If there are concurrent vacancies on the council and
41 15 the remaining council members do not constitute a quorum of

41 16 the full membership, a special election shall be called by the
41 17 county commissioner at the earliest practicable date. The

41 18 remaining council members shall give notice to the county

41 19 commissioner of the absence of a quorum. If there are no

41 20 remaining council members, the city clerk shall give notice to
41 21 the county commissioner of the absence of a council. [If the
41 22 office of city clerk is vacant, the city attorney shall give
41 23 notice to the county commissioner of the absence of a clerk

41 24 and a council. Notice of the need for a special election

41 25 shall be given under this paragraph by the end of the

41 26 following business day.

1
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41 g under this subsection is subject to sections 376.4 through
7
8
9
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Sec. 89. Se
28 amended to read as follows:

1. If a proposed charter for consolidation is received not
30 later_than skxty seventy=eight days_ before the next general
election, the council of the participating city with the
largest population shall_., not later than sixty=nine_days

ction 373.6, subsection 1, Code 2009, is

41 33 before the general election, direct the county commissioner of
34

35

41

33
34
35

elections to submit to the registered voters of the
participating c
of whether the proposed charter shall be adopted. A summary
of the proposed charter shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation in each city participating in the charter
commission process at least ten but not more than twenty days
before the date of the election. The proposed charter shal
be effective in regard to a city only iIf a majority of the
elegtorsggf tge city voting approves the proposed charter.
ec. - e

follows:

ities at the next general election the question

ction 376.4, Code 2009, is amended to read as

376.4 CANDIDACY. i
- An eligible_elector of a city maY_become a
candidate for a i

1 a.

clerk a valid
placed on the

b

n elective city office by filing with the city
etition requesting_that the elector®s name be
allot for that office. The petition must be

filed not more than seventy=one days and not less than
forty=seven days before the date of the election, and must be
signed by eligible electors equal in number to at least two
percent of those who voted to Fill the same office at the last
regular city election, but not less than ten persons.

However, for those cities which may be required to hold a
primary election, the petition must be filed not more than
eighty=five days and not less than sixty=eight days before the

date

of_the

reg

ular city election.

Nomination petitions shall be

filed not later than five—-o-eclock 5:00 p.m. on the last day
for fTiling.
b. The petitioners for an individual seeking election from
a ward must be residents of the ward at the time of signing
the petition. An individual is not eligible for election from
a ward unless the individual is a resident of the ward at the
time the individual files the petition and at the time of

election.
2 a.

signatures

The
of t

ﬁetitign_must include space for the si?ﬁatuFe
e petitioners, a statement of their place of

residence, and the date on which they signed the petition. A
person may sign nomination petitions for more than one

G WN -

candidate

for t

e same office, and the signature is not

invalid so

ely

because the person signed nomination petitions

43

43 25 of candidac

6

7

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

for one or more other candidates for the office.

b. The petition must include the affidavit of the
individual for whom it is filed, stating the individual®s
name, the individual®s residence, that the individual is a
candidate and eligible for the office, and that if elected the
individual will qualify for the office. The affidavit shall

also state

that

the candidate is aware that the candidate is

disqualified from holding office if the candidate has been
convicted of a felony or other infamous crime and the
candidate®s rights have not been restored by the governor or
by the president of the United States.

3. If the city clerk is not readily available during
normal office hours, the city clerk shall designate other
employees or officials of the city who are ordinarily_
available to accept nomination papers under this section. On
the final date for filing nomination papers the office of the
city clerk shall remain open until ##ve 5:00 p.m

4. The city clerk shall review each petitlon-and affidavit

for completeness following the standards in

43
43
43
43
43
43

26
27
28
29
30
31

section 45.5 and shall accept the petition for filing if on
its face i1t appears to have the requisite number of sighatures
and if it is timely filed. The city clerk shall note upon
each petition and affidavit accepted for filing the date and

time that they were filed. The clerk shall return any
rejected nomination papers to the person on whose behalf the

43

32

nomination papers were Ffiled

43
43
43
44
a4

33
34
35

5. Nom

nation papers fTi ed with the city clerk shall be

available 1

all nomination
1 public measure d r
2 electorate to the county commissioner of elections not later

or public _inspection. The city clerk shall deliver
gefitieﬁs papers together with the text of any
eing submitted by the city council to the



than five—o-etoek 5:00 p.m. on the day following the last day
on which nomination petitions can be Tiled.

6. Any person on whose behalf nomination petitions have
been filed under this section may withdraw as a candidate by
filing a signed statement to that effect as prescribed in
section 44.9. Objections to the legal sufficiency of _
petitions shall be filed in accordance with the provisions of
sections 44.4, 44.5, and 44.8.

Sec. 91. Section 384.12, subsection 20, paragraphs a and
b, Code 2009, are amended to read as follows:

a. The election may be held as specified in_this
subsection if notice is given by the city council, not later
than thirty=two days before the seeend Ffirst Tuesday in March,
to the county commissioner of elections that the election is
to be held.

b. An election under this subsection shall be held on the
seeend first Tuesday in March and be conducted by the county
commissioner of elections in accordance with the law.

Sec. 92. Section 468.511, subsections 2 and 3, Code 2009,
are amended to read as follows: ) )

2. For the purpose of this subchapter, applications for
ballots shall be made on blanks substantially in the following

form:
Application for ballot to be voted at the .....
(Name of District) District Election on ...... (Date)
State of ........
........ County

SS.

I, ........ (Applicant), do solemnly swear that I am a
landowner in the ...... Name of District) District and that 1
amda duly qualified voter entitled to_vote in said election,
and that—en—accountoF——

> | éreby-make application for an official
ballot or ballots to be voted by me at such election, and that

I will return said ballot or ballots to the officer issuing
same before the day of said election.
Signed ... ...
Date . ... .. ...
Residence (street number if any) ........
City ... ... ... State .. ... ..._..._.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ... day of ......
(month), ... (year)

3. For the purpose of this subchapter, the affidavit on
the reverse side of the envelopes used for enclosing the
garked ?gllots shall be substantially as follows:

tate of _._.___...

Ss.
I, ... (Applicant), do solemnly swear that 1 am a
landowner in the ...... Name of District) District and that |
am a duly qualified voter to vote in the election of trustees
of said district i

that 1 have marked the enclose%_balbot in secret.
igned ... ...

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ... day of ......
(month), ... (year), and that 1 hereby certify that the
affiant exhibited the enclosed ballot to me unmarked; that the
affiant then in mg presence and in the presence of no other
person and in such manner that I could not see the affiant"s
vote, marked such ballot, enclosed and sealed the same in this
envelope; and that the affiant was not solicited or advertised
by me for or against any candidate or measure.

(Official Title)

Sec. 93. Sections 43.26, 48A.40, 49.35, 49.42A, 50.2,
52.7, 52.9, 52.10, 52.17, 52.18, 52.20, and 53.24, Code 2009,
are repealed.

Sec. 94. EFFECTIVE AND APPLICABILITY DATES.

1. The section of this Act amending section 48A.27, being
deemed of immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment
and applies to notices mailed on or after the effective date.

2. The section of this Act amending section 298.9, being
deemed of immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment.

EXPLANATION

This bill makes technical and corrective changes to the law
relating to elections and voter registration.

Code sections 2.27, 43.77, and 69.8 are amended to reflect
the 1988 amendment to the Constitution of the State of lowa
requiring that the governor and lieutenant governor be elected



iointly and to specify that a vacancy in the office of

ieutenant governor is to be filled % agpointment by the
governor and the appointment is for the balance of the
unexpired term.

Code section 8A.412 is amended to add professional
employees under the supervision of the secretary of state to
the list of employees exempt from the merit system.

Code section 43.4 is amended to require that the county
commissioner of elections (county auditor) retain caucus
records for 22 months. The Code section is further amended to
require the chairperson of the county central committee,
within 14 days after the date of the precinct caucus, to
deliver to the county commissioner all completed voter
registration forms received at the caucus. Current law
provides that it is election misconduct in the third degree, a
serious misdemeanor, if a party committee member neglects to
perform a statutory duty relating to a precinct caucus. A
serious misdemeanor is punishable by confinement for no more
é?ag7gne year and a fine of at least $315 but not more than

Code section 43.5 is amended to add Code chapter 39A,
relating to election misconduct, to the list of Code chapters
applicable to primary elections.

Code sections 43.26 and 49.42A, which illustrate the format
of the official primary and general election ballots, are
repealed. New Code sections 43.31 and 49.57A are enacted to
require the state commissioner of elections to adopt
administrative rules implementing ballot format and printing
requirements.

Code section 44.5 is amended to Brovide that a hearing on
an objection to a nomination shall be held not later than one
week after the objection is fTiled.

Code section 45.1 is amended to specify signers of
nomination petitions for elective offices are required to be
eligible electors who reside in the applicable county or
district.

Code section 47.6 is amended to require that the text of a
public measure to be submitted at election to the voters of a
school district or merged area must be submitted to the county
commissioner of elections no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 46th
day before the election.

Code section 48A.2 is amended to specify that the voter
registration form may be used to make changes in_an existing
registration record iIn addition to being an application to
register to vote.

Code section 48A.8, relating to registering to vote by
mail, removes the reference to "mail registration form". The
same voter registration form is used whether or not a person
is registering by mail or in person.

Code section 48A.25A is amended to comply with the federal
Help America Vote Act requirement that identification numbers
on all voter re?istration applications, not just those
received by mail, be verified. The section iIs further amended
to provide that If the identification information cannot be
verified, the registration will be recorded as pending, and
the voter will be notified that the voter must present
identification before voting for the first time iIn the county.
These requirements do not apply to election day registrants or
in=person absentee registrants.

Code section 48A.26 is amended to provide that the
commissioner of registration (county auditor) shall send an
acknowledgment of receipt of voter registration or a change of
information in a voter registration record within 45 days of
receipt of the form or change of information if the form or
change of information was submitted at a precinct caucus.

Code section 48A.26 is also amended to provide that if an
incomplete registration form is received by the commissioner
after registration closes but by 5:00 p.m. on the Saturda
before the election for primary and general elections or by
5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the election for all other
elections, the commissioner shall notify the applicant of
election day and in=person absentee registration procedures.

Code section 48A.27 is amended to require the commissioner
to send an acknowledgment of change of address information
received from the United States postal service to the new
address only. Current law requires that the acknowledgment be
sent to the former and new addresses. This section of the
bill takes effect upon enactment and applies to notices mailed
on or after the effective date.

Code section 48A.31, relating to purging the names of
deceased persons from voter registration lists, is amended to



delete language referring to the process that was in place
prior to implementation of the statewide voter registration
system maintained by the secretary of state.

Code section 48A.37, relating to electronic voter
registration records, is amended to define "incomplete
records™ as those registration records missing information
required to be included on the voter registration form. The
section is further amended to provide that an incomplete
record shall be made an active record when a completed form is
provided and the information verified.

Code section 48A.38 is amended to require the state
registrar of voters to update voter participation information
no later than 60 days after each election.

Code section 48A.40, relating to voter registration reports
required to be filed with the state registrar by the county
commissioner of registration, iIs repealed because the reports
are no longer necessary due to implementation of the statewide
voter registration system maintained by the secretary of
state.

Code section 49.25 is amended to eliminate the requirement
that voting booths be approved by the board of examiners for
voting systems. Code sections 49.25 and 49.26 are amended to
remove duplicate language referring to those elections at
which the commissioner may determine whether ballots will be
counted by hand by election precinct officials or by automatic
tabulating equipment.

Code section 49.43 is amended to remove the requirement
that ballots containing public measures shall be printed on
other than white paper in those precincts using hand=counted
paper ballots.

Code section 49.53 is amended to provide that the minimum
font size for published ballots shall be nine point type,
rather than the current 90 percent of font size.

Code sections 49.57, 49.84, and 50.48 are amended to make
reference to the statutorily defined term "automatic
tabulating equipment” rather than electronic tabulating
equipment or vote tallying system.

Code section 49.57 i1s also amended to remove the
requirement that the words "Official ballot™ be printed on the
ballot in such_a way as would allow them to be shown to an
election official without revealing any of the marks made by
the voter.

Code section 50.15A is amended to require the state
commissioner to report in the unofficial canvass the total
number of ballots cast at the general election.

Code section 50.24 is amended to require the county board
of canvassers (board of supervisors), when canvassing the vote
after an election, to also certify the election canvass
summary report prepared by the county commissioner of
elections. Code section 50.30 is amended and new Code section
50.30A is enacted to require the commissioner to forward the
abstracts of votes and summary report to the state
commissioner of elections within 13 days after each primary
and general election.

Code sections 50.24 and 50.39 are amended to strike the
requirement that the abstract of votes state its required
information in words "written at length".

Code section 51.15, relating to double counting boards, is
amended to s%ecify that the chapter ap%Iies to elections in
which paper ballots are to be counted by hand by the precinct
election officials.

Code section 52.23 is amended to require that a copg of the
printed results from each automatic tabulating device be
signed by precinct election officials and attached to the
precinct tally list and that the printed results shall reflect
all the votes cast in the precinct.

Code section 52.25 is amended to provide that the entire
text of a public measure, including measures related to the
lowa constitution, shall be displayed in at least one place,
rather than the current four places, within the voting
BreC|nct. Code section 52.25 is also_amended to refer to

allots generally rather than to special paper ballots.

Code sections 52.25 and 275.18 are amended, and Code
sections 49.35, 52.10, and 52.18 are repealed, to eliminate
[ef?rences to lever voting machines, which are no longer used
in lowa.

Code section 52.28 is amended to clarify that optical scan
ballots shall be printed using black ink on white paper.

Code section 52.29 is amended to conform to current law
regarding the requirement that one sample ballot be posted in
each precinct. The section is also amended to provide that if
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an office or public measure is printed on the back of the
ballot, both sides shall be displayed.

Code section 53.2 is amended to provide that the partr
affiliation of a voter requesting an absentee ballot will be
changed at the time the request iIs recorded on the
registration record if the ballot requested is for a party
other than the voter"s current party affiliation or
declaration. The Code section iIs amended to provide that if a
voter whose registration record indicates a party affiliation
requests a primary election ballot and does not indicate a
garty on the ballot application, the voter shall be mailed the

allot of the party indicated on the registration record.

Code section 53.2 is further amended to provide that if an
absentee ballot request is received from a person who is not
registered to vote, the commissioner shall send a voter
registration form to the person, rather than sending both a
registration form and an absentee ballot. The Code section is
further amended to provide that if the absentee ballot request
of a person not registered to vote is received after
registration closes but by 5:00 p.m. on the Saturday before
the election for primary and general elections or by 5:00 p.m.
on the Friday before the election for all other elections, the
commissioner shall notify the person of election day and
in=person absentee registration procedures. Finally, Code
section 53.2 is amended to provide that a change of name,
telephone number, or address on an absentee ballot application
of a voter who has moved within the county shall be used to
update the voter®"s registration record.

Code sections 53.8, 53.17, 53.18, 53.21, 53.22, and 53.30
are amended to conform to the current use of return envelope
to refer to the return postage envelopes containing an
absentee ballot.

Code section 53.25 is amended to specify that an
insufficient absentee ballot affidavit is one that lacks the
voter"s signature. The section is also amended to conform
statutory language on rejecting absentee ballots.

Code section 53.40, relating to an absentee ballot request
from a person in the armed forces, is amended to strike the
requirement that the request include information on the length
of residency in the cit¥ or township, county, and state
because the federal application form does not include a space
for that information.

Code section 53.53 is amended to conform to a federal court
rulin? that if the absentee ballot application of an overseas
or military voter is not received by the commissioner, a
federal absentee ballot cast by the voter and received by the
commissioner is valid.

Code sections 260C.15 and 260C.22 are amended to allow
community colleges to submit the question of imposing or
renewing the facilities property tax levy at the regular
school election in September of the odd=numbered year or at a
special election held on the second Tuesday in September of
the even=numbered year.

Code sections 275.18 and 368.19 are amended to provide that
a map of a proposed school district reorganization or proposed
city annexation, respectively, shall be posted in one place,
rather than the current four, within the precinct.

Code section 294.8 is amended to provide that certain
elections held on school pension systems shall be held at the
regular school election rather than the general election.

Code section 298.9 is amended to speci that the portion
of the physical plant and equipment levy that is required to
receive approval of the voters may be submitted at a special
election rather than only at the regular school election.

This section of the bill takes effect upon enactment.

Code section 301.24 changes the deadline for submitting a
petition requesting that the proposition to distribute free
textbooks in a school district be Placed on the regular school
election ballot. The current deadline of 30 days before the
election is changed to 60 days before the election.

Code section 331.201, relating to a vacancr in the office
of county supervisor, is amended to specifically refer to Code
section 69.14A, rather than generally to Code chapter 69.

Code section 331.425, relating to a county special levy
election, is amended to provide that the election shall be
held on the first Tuesday in March, rather than the second
Tuesday in March.

Code section 372.13, relating to special elections to Till
a city council vacancy, is amended to change the filing
deadline for nomination petitions in cities with a primary
election from 52 days before the election to 53 days before



the election in order to avoid the deadline falling on a
Saturday .-

Code section 373.6, relating to metropolitan consolidation
charters, is amended to change the Tiling deadline for
submission of the charter at a general election to no later
than 69 days before the election, which is the same as the
filing deadline for offices to be fTilled at the general
election.

Code section 376.4 is amended to clarify the process of
city clerks accepting and reviewing candidate nomination
papers filed for city office.

Code section 384.12, relating to a city special Iev¥
election, is amended to provide that the election shall be
held on the first Tuesday in March, rather than the second
Tuesday in March.

Code section 468.511, relatin? to drainage district trustee
elections, is _amended to remove language requiring an absentee
voter to specify the reason that the voter iIs voting absentee.

The following Code sections are amended to remove
references and requirements relating specifically to votin%
machines (i.e., direct recording electronic devices), whic
are no longer allowed for use in lowa: 39A.2, 43.45, 46.22,
47.3, 49.19, 49.25, 49.26, 49.28, 49.43, 49.44, 49.48, 49.56,
49_.90, 49.99, 49.127, 50.22, 50.48, 51.15, 52.1, 52.3 through
52.6, 52.8, 52.19, 52.23, 52.24, 52.25, 52.27, 52.41, 256.11,
280.9A, 331.383, 331.427, 331.441, 331.502, and 364.2.

The following Code sections relating to voting machines,
agezrepealed: 50.2, 52.7, 52.9, 52.17, 52.18, 52.20, and
53.24.
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